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Synopsis

With a million copies in print, here comes an even larger, more up-to-date version of the most
complete reference book ever published on the subject. All the gemstones ever discovered are
treated in their many variations. More than 1,500 full-color photos showcase each precious and
semiprecious stone in all its singular glory--in both its rough natural state and its polished and cut
renditions. Each entry offers complete information on a gemstone’s formation and structure,
physical properties and characteristics, methods of working, cutting, and polishing. Learn about the
best known, including amethyst and diamond. Find full treatments of lesser-known gems, from
andalusite to vesuvian. A special section is devoted to rocks as precious stones, including
alabaster, onyx, obsidian, and fossils. Organic gem materials are also covered, such as coral, ivory,
amber, and pearl, plus new on the market stones like charcoite. Everything is covered, including
imitations, synthetics, and combined stones. Charts and tables help you identify unknown
gemstones and, when you're in the market, how to check for genuineness. This is truly the ultimate
one-volume book every hobbyist, jeweler, jewelry maker and rockhound will ever need!"Invaluable
to rockhounds of all ages."--Science Teacher."One of the 100 outstanding Sci-Tech books of the
year."--Library Journal."Anyone interested in minerals and gems will want a copy of this

beautifully-illustrated book."--Science Books & Films.
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Customer Reviews

This is probably the best gemstone reference book that I've seen. If you are someone interested in



gems, looking to buy gems online, or even a jeweler you’ll find this book indispensable.The book
teaches you the basic properties of gemstones, hardness, cleavage/fracture, color, refraction,
dispersion, etc.It gives you an overview of cutting and polishing gemstones with a chart of the
different types of cuts available.But the best part of the book is the description of gemstones. This
book covers virtually all known gemstones! Not just the big 4(diamond, emerald, ruby, sapphire) but
over 100 different gems, many that you’ve probably never even heard of!The gems are broken
down into groups, the beryl group, corundum group, etc. Each group then gives the different gems
from that group and gives the physical characteristics of that gem. It lists the different sources and
colors of each gem and tells you which gems you might confuse the stone with.And finally each
gemstone comes with a full page picture of different cuts, colors and rough of that gem.All in all this
is a MUST HAVE BOOK for anyone interested in gems.

This book should be in everyone’s library. There is something here for everyone--from kids who
collect rocks (because that’s what kids do), to the serious gemstone collector. In fact, any nature
lover would thoroughly enjoy this book for its stunning color photos. From Diamonds to Pearls and
everything in between, Schumann’s revised and updated reference provides a wealth of information

for every level of interest.

Even as a jeweler | can’t remember everything, so when | go to gem shows to buy my stones this
book is my pocket bible which keeps me from getting cheated! Even if you aren’t a jewelry
professional, if you are buying stones online, at gem shows, or from your local jeweler, you can
learn more about the stones you want, and learn more about the stones that are available (don’t you
get tired of always seeing ruby-sapphire-emerald?). | advise all my clients who are serious stone
shoppers to buy this book, to become familiar with stones and minerals in general, and to start
asking questions about the durability, hardness and practicality of the stones they buy for their

custom jewelry. It has beautiful photos too!

From my title | guess you get the drift that this is THE gemstone resource book that everyone
needs...| passed my older version on to a friend before noticing that the publish date for this one
had been extended and | have never been so lost!This book’s small format lends itself to tucking in
a briefcase, purse, backpack, whatever...it is indispensable at Gem or Jewelry Shows! | have yet to
look up a stone that is too obscure to be included and the revised version has even more indepth

listings of Rare/Collector stones. The photos are a true representation and usually include rough,



cab and facet examples. Along with the basics: Structure, Refractive Index, Color, etc...Schumann
includes a brief history and lore of the gem as well as locations of current mines.This is as accurate

a resource as you will find for an industry that is literally changing as | write this.

This book is a wonderful reference for anyone that has in interest in gemstones or geology. The
book has three main parts. The first is an introduction into the terminology that is used in the
gemology industry. | found this section to be very inclusive and easy to understand. This section
covers everything from the types of crystal structures to cutting techniques and density. This is a
great section for those that are new in the world of gemology and would like a more in depth
explanation of gemstones.The next major section deals with well known gemstones. Every stone
you can think of from diamond to emerald is covered in this section. The section is reserved for
stones that most everyone has heard of and are readily available at any store. This section is layed
out in a field guide type format as opposed to an in depth paragraph discussion. Each stone has a
description of its characteristics and colored photos of multiple examples. The photos are beautifully
done with several different examples of each stone shown.The final section is reserverd form more
uncommon gemstones. This section will be sure to surprise you. For example petrified wood is
shown as a more uncommon gemstone. Even the most experienced gemologist will learn
something new in this section..The pictures and layout of this section are the same as in the
previous section.l highly recommend this book to people with an interest in geology or gemology.
This book is not a book that is best read cover to cover. It is better used as a reference because of
its layout and abundance of information. No matter what you use it for you will be fascinated with the
information and captivated by the photography. A wonderful book that will keep you entertained for

hours.

A gemologist friend of mine introduced me to this book, and | had to have one. It is the best
Gemstone reference book, especially at it's price. It includes color pictures and shows the gem in
both the rough and finished state, and includes information on synthetic gemstones. Get this book

for a REAL education on Gemstones.
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